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Welcome to NJHA’s Best at the Beach 2023

NJHA’sNJHA’s

Beach
Best  at the 

Dear Colleague,

Healthcare attracts people with big hearts, cool heads and a drive to help others. 
NJHA’s Best at the Beach celebrates those healthcare heroes and their tireless 
work to make New Jersey a great place to call home.

Each day in our healthcare facilities, on every shift, there are stories that warm your heart 
and inspire the imagination. We’ve captured some of the very best examples in our Best at 
the Beach award winners, as nominated by NJHA members and judged by a panel of peers.  
As we applaud those honorees, this event is really about celebrating the hundreds of thou-
sands of healthcare professionals who infuse our hospitals, nursing homes and other post-
acute and elder care providers with the passion and compassion that leaves a mark on  
people’s lives.

Thank you for all you do. And as we gather to recognize New Jersey’s healthcare community, 
let us be the first to raise a toast to you – and to health!

Cathy Bennett 	 Edward J. Condit 
NJHA President and CEO	 President and CEO, St. Mary’s General Hospital 
	 2023 NJHA Board Chair
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Meet Our 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees

Lifetime Achievement Award

Gary Horan, FACHE, President and CEO (ret.) 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center, RWJBarnabas Health

With more than 30 years of experience as a hospital president and CEO in the 
tristate region, he  has been a singular force that ensured continued access to 

hospital care for the people of Elizabeth by merging two struggling hospitals into Tri-
nitas Regional Medical Center. His crowning achievements in his long career include 
overseeing Trinitas’ integration into RWJBarnabas Health and the opening of a new 
medical arts facility to continue delivering high quality care to the city. 

Distinguished Service Award

Bob Segin, EVP and chief financial officer 
Virtua Health

In a critical role, he helps ensure that his health system has the margin to deliver 
on its mission to its patients, employees and community members. He consistently 

delivers leadership that supports quality, accessible care and investment in healthy 
communities, including chairing the Board for NJHA Healthcare Business Solutions. 

Tom Biga, EVP and President of the Northwest Region 
RWJBarnabas Health

A prime example of servant leadership, he has spent more than three decades 
supporting 12 adult hospitals and four children’s hospitals in the RWJBarnabas 

System. He also shares generously with colleagues for the good of healthcare state-
wide, having served in numerous roles with NJHA including Chair of the NJHA Board 
of Trustees. 
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Meet Our 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees

Emeritus Prize

Lori Herndon, President and CEO (ret.) 
AtlantiCare

She has been a longtime leader working to build health and opportunity for Atlan-
tic City and its surrounding communities. An RN who worked her way from the 

patient unit to the CEO office, she remains a steadfast advocate for the healthcare 
workforce and a mentor to many.

Kevin Slavin, President and CEO 
 St. Joseph’s Health

A respected healthcare executive who served as CEO at St. Joseph’s Health and 
East Orange General Hospital, he helped lead NJHA and the provider commu-

nity through the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic as the 2020 NJHA Board chair 
– the right leader at the right time.



Best at the Beach  |  July 13, 2023  |  Ocean Place, Long Branch, NJ6

Lifetime Achievement - Clinical Leadership

Walter Rosenfeld, MD, medical director of children’s health 
Atlantic Health System

Distinguished Service – Trustee

Frank Fekete, Board of Trustees Chair 
Hackensack Meridian Health 

Meet Our 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees
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Clinical Excellence

Suzanne Spernal, DNP, APN-BC, senior vice president of women’s services  
RWJBarnabas Health, 

and
Dr. Bipinchandra Patel, FAAP, chairman of the Department of Pediatrics  

and physician-in-chief,  
The Children’s Hospital at Saint Peter’s Healthcare System (posthumously)

Finalist
The Maternal-Fetal Medicine Center, Englewood Health

Healthy New Jersey Award
Center for Healing 

Cooper University Health Care

Finalist
Community Health Team, Bergen New Bridge Medical Center

Excellence in Patient Experience
 Patient Experience Team 

Morristown Medical Center
 and 

Southgate Special Care 
Christian Health New Jersey

Finalist
Community Health Team 

Bergen New Bridge Medical Center

Meet Our 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees
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Diversity and Inclusion Award

Social Equality Council 
 Valley Health System

Finalist
Marie Anderson, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Hackensack Meridian Health

Innovation in Elder Services
Roberto Muñiz, President and CEO 

Parker Health Group

Finalist
Manisha Parulekar, MD,  
Hackensack Meridian Health

Emerging Leader Award
 Diana Candelejo, Assistant Vice President for Economic Inclusion,  

Social Impact and Community Investment 
RWJBarnabas Health 

and 

William O’Connor, Executive Director at The Chelsea at Bald Eagle 
Chelsea Senior Living

Meet Our 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees
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Meet Our 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees

Connect Award for Outstanding Communication
Shining a Light on Team Members 

Hackensack Meridian Health

and 

“Class of 93” Colon Cancer Awareness Campaign 
Virtua Health

HealthPAC Campaign Leader Awards

1989 Society
Brian Gragnolati, President and CEO 

Atlantic Health System
Amy Mansue, President and CEO  

Inspira Health 
Scott Leighty, EVP and Chief  

Health System Officer  
Atlantic Health System

 

Chairman’s Circle
Bergen New Bridge Medical Center
Atlantic Health System

Grassroots Engagement
AtlantiCare
Hunterdon Health
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2023 Legislators of the Year

Senate Majority Whip Troy Singleton (D-7)

Assembly Majority Leader Lou Greenwald (D-6)

These two leaders championed the safety of New Jersey’s healthcare teams with their sponsorship of the 
Health Care Heroes Violence Prevention Act, adding to their long record of support for healthy communi-

ties, strong hospitals and sound healthcare policy in New Jersey.
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Special Thanks To All Our Sponsors

Signature Cocktail
Withum

Giveaway
RWJBarnabas Health

After-Party
O’Toole Scrivo

Tequila Tasting
Parker

Selfie Spot 
XOMAD 

Tent
CompleteCare
Envision 
Physician Services

Medical Search

Saint Peter’s 
Healthcare System

Entertainment
Atlantic Health

Bergen New Bridge  
Medical Center

Symmetry

Virtua Health

Secure Cell Phone  
Charging Station
Forvis

LED High Top Table
Atlantic Health

Christian Health

Complete Furniture  
Solutions

Dughi, Hewit &  
Domalewski, PC

Greenbaum Rowe  
Smith & Davis

Health Dimensions Group

JRM Construction

MetLife

McCarter & English

Valley Health

Grab-N-Go  
Dessert Sponsor
NJ Sharing Network

Grab-N-Go  
Coffee Sponsor
Besler

Grab-N-Go  
Water Sponsor
Jackson Lewis

Awards Ceremony





CONGRATULATIONS!
AtlantiCare congratulates Lori Herndon on being awarded the

New Jersey Hospital Association – Emeritus Prize, recognizing a
retiring leader who has left a legacy of unselfish commitment

to the association and New Jersey’s provider community.

Congratulations to all of the NJHA Best at the Beach
2023 honorees for making a difference in our community.

1-888-569-1000  •  AtlantiCare.org

Lori Herndon, MBA, BSN, RN
Past President and CEO, AtlantiCare





rwjbh.org

Clara Maass Medical Center
Community Medical Center
Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center
Jersey City Medical Center
Monmouth Medical Center and
     The Unterberg Children’s Hospital 
Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center and
    Children’s Hospital of New Jersey

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and
     The Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Hamilton 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Somerset 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
RWJBarnabas Health Behavioral Health Center 
Children’s Specialized Hospital 
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey  

RWJBarnabas Health proudly supports the NJHA’s Best at the Beach
and congratulates this year’s honorees: 

The Lifetime Achievement Award 
Gary Horan, President and CEO (ret.), Trinitas Regional Medical Center 

Distinguished Service Award 
Tom Biga, Executive Vice President and President, Northwest Region

Clinical Excellence Award
Suzanne Spernal, DNP, APN-BC, Senior Vice President of Women’s Services

Emerging Leader Award 
Diana Candelejo, Assistant Vice President for Economic Inclusion,
Social Impact and Community Investment



HackensackMeridianHealth.org

Hackensack Meridian Health  
is proud to support the New Jersey Hospital  

Association’s Best at the Beach.
Congratulations to all honorees, especially 

Frank Fekete, CPA, chairman,  
Hackensack Meridian Health Board of Trustees

and our very own 
Marketing & Communications Team.

■ ■ ■

Best wishes on a successful event!

CONGRATULATIONS
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A t l an t i cHea l t h . o r g    888-4AH-DOCS



Parkerlife.org
732.902.4200 |  

Home & Community Based Services | Assisted Living 

Skilled Nursing Care | Post-Acute and Outpatient Rehabilitation 

Visiting Physician Services

Congratulations to our President & CEO, Roberto Muñiz,  
and all of the “2023 Best at the Beach” honorees!

To learn about our continuum of care, visit Parkerlife.org



CONGRATULATIONS  
TO ALL OF NJHA’S  

BEST AT THE BEACH!

SPIEZLE ARCHITECTURAL GROUP, INC.   www.spiezle.com

INNOVATION IN ELDER SERVICES
Roberto Muñiz, President and CEO, Parker Health Group



Assemblyman Ned Thomson would 
like to congratulate Gary Horan on 
the Lifetime Achievement Award! 

Assemblyman Ned Thomson, 
30th District 

Paid for by Ned Thomson for Assembly, PO Box 999, Edison, NJ 08818 





Samaritan is your not-for-profit, locally based provider of home-based primary care, 
palliative care, and hospice care, as well as grief support, education, and advocacy. 
Proudly serving the South Jersey community since 1980.

HOME-BASED: PRIMARY CARE / PALLIATIVE CARE / HOSPICE CARE / GRIEF SUPPORT

For every stage,
we’re here to help.

Choosing Samaritan is choosing expert 
care and compassion.

At Samaritan, we know you want the best care when a loved one is 
living with serious illness, but how do you plan for whatever might 
happen next? Helping families navigate the journey of serious 
illness and aging is all Samaritan does. Our Samaritan care team will 
answer your questions and provide expert and compassionate care 
wherever you call home. Visit us at SamaritanNJ.org or call our Nurse 
Coordinator today to learn how Samaritan can help your loved one 
live their best life – every day.

(856) 596-1600 Call Our Nurse Coordinator Now

All Award Winners!

New Jersey Hospital Association!

Congratulations

Best Wishes



We’re built for  
patient-first 
healthcare.
Not every financial partner deeply understands the 
business of healthcare. At Commerce Bank, we 
do. We know that the patient is at the center of 
everything you do. So, we bring peace-of-mind to 
your operations with products and solutions that 
save money and increase efficiency. If you’re 
ready to conquer the financial challenges of 
the ever-changing healthcare sector, we’re 
ready to help. We’re built for this.

As a proud sponsor of the NJHA’s Best at 
the Beach Awards 2023, we congratulate 
all finalists and thank you for everything 
you do to care for our community.

commercehealthcare.com
©2023 Commerce Bancshares, Inc.

CommerceHealthcare® solutions are provided by Commerce Bank.
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Senator Declan O'Scanlon

declan.oscanlon

@declanoscanlon

www.declanoscanlon.com 

CONGRATULATIONS TO

ALL OF THE 2023 BEST AT

THE BEACH HONOREES! 

1 3 T H  
L E G I S L A T I V E  
D I S T R I C T

Paid for by O’Scanlon for Senate, Po Box 408, Bayville, NJ 08721





PRINCETON, NJ | ORLANDO, FL 

www.concordadvisory.com 

Congratulations to 
NJHA’s 2023 Best at the Beach Honorees! 
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Care Like No Other®

ValleyHealth.com

Congratulations
to our 

SOCIAL EQUALITY COUNCIL
on being recognized with NJHA’s

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION AWARD

All of us at Valley are so proud of the work you 
have done and will continue to do!




