
NJ SEPSIS LEARNING ACTION 
COLLABORATIVE, STATE AND CMS 
UPDATE
Christa A. Schorr DNP, RN, NEA-BC, FCCM
Associate Professor of Medicine
Nurse Scientist, Cooper Research Institute-Critical Care

1



Outline
1. Discuss NJ learning collaborative plan for 2018.
2. Outline CMS measure updates and current status.
3. Identify Hospital Compare sepsis data.
4. Discuss data related to NJ hospital’s sepsis bundle adherence 

and outcomes.
5. Preview NJ pediatric sepsis collaborative
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CMS Sepsis Updates Version 5.5

https://www.qualitynet.org/dcs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=QnetPublic%2FPage%2FQnetTier3&cid=1228776626295







https://www.medicare.gov/hospitalcompare/profile.html#profTab=2&ID=310014&Distn=0.4&dist=25&loc=08103&lat=39.937645&lng=-75.1136721

These measures show how often hospitals provide care that research 
shows gets the best results for patients with certain conditions. This 
information can help you compare which hospitals give recommended 
care most often as part of the overall care they provide to patients







Available in Spanish



1. Hawaii: 68 percent
2. Idaho: 62
3. New Hampshire: 61
4. Florida: 56
• New Jersey: 56
• Wyoming: 56
5. Colorado: 55
• Maryland: 55
• Montana: 55
6. California: 54 
• South Carolina: 54
7. Utah: 53
8. Kansas: 52
• Maine: 52
9. Alabama: 51 
• New Mexico: 51
• West Virginia: 51
10. North Carolina: 50
• Oklahoma: 50
• Tennessee: 50
• Texas: 50 
11. Massachusetts: 49
• Wisconsin: 49

Below Average States

12. Illinois: 48
• Mississippi: 48
• North Dakota: 48
• Vermont: 48
13. Arkansas: 47
• Georgia: 47
14. Alaska: 46 
• Iowa: 46
• Kentucky: 46
• Michigan: 46
• Nebraska: 46
• South Dakota: 46
• Virginia: 46
15. Louisiana: 45
• New York: 45
• Ohio: 45
• Pennsylvania: 45
16. Arizona: 44
• Minnesota: 44
• Missouri: 44
• Nevada: 44
• Oregon: 44
17. Connecticut: 43
• Indiana: 43
18. Washington: 42
19. Rhode Island: 40
20. Delaware: 36

50 states ranked by sepsis care quality

https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/quality/50-states-ranked-by-sepsis-care-quality.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
States total 50, although the list includes ties, which are represented with bullets and result in a numerical listing of 20.
The sepsis performance measure is based on data from the first quarter of 2017 through the third quarter of 2017. The preview period for this change spanned from May 4 to June 2. The first full year of sepsis data will be available by October. Nationally, the average percentage of patients who received appropriate care for severe sepsis and septic shock is 49 percent, according to Hospital Compare. The sepsis performance measure is based on data from the first quarter of 2017 through the third quarter of 2017. The preview period for this change spanned from May 4 to June 2. The first full year of sepsis data will be available by October.



CMS-Hospital Compare

• In July, CMS published SEP-1 
bundle data on Hospital Compare 
(Q1-Q3 2017 data)

• NJ as a state ranked 4th best in 
country  (compliance rate of 56%)



Data Review- Bundle Compliance

• NJ hospitals ranked from 9-
95% compliance

• SEP-1 data will now be 
downloaded from Hospital 
Compare on a quarterly basis 
as collaborative process 
metric

• NJ Sepsis Portal will be  
closed for manual data entry 
(download any data by Oct 15)

NJ 56%



Data review: Sepsis In-Hospital Mortality

• Since Q3 2017 rates have 
increased

• Q1 2018 is incomplete 
with about 60% of 
hospitals submitting to the  
NJ discharge data set

• NJHIIN doing analysis 
now on co-morbidities and 
risk factors for mortality
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How Do We Rank Nationally

• In 2016 NJ ranked 4th

worst in septicemia 
mortality rates in county 
at 17.5 deaths per 
100,000 total population

• National average was 
10.7 deaths per 100,000 
total population

• Rate based on public 
health and death 
certificate data

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/states/newjersey/newjersey.htm



1,935 deaths were attributed to 
septicemia in 2016

8th most common 
cause of death

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/states/newjersey/newjersey.htm



NJ Pediatric Sepsis Collaborative
• NJHA asked facilities to 
complete pediatric sepsis 
practice assessment

• Now forming a pediatric sepsis 
steering committee

• Will focus on development of 
sepsis screening and treatment 
protocols for pediatric patients 
for all hospital types 



Data represent responses from 46 
hospitals/healthcare systems in NJ



Our work continues….

Thank you
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