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NNJ APIC Overview
Membership: 162 active members (vendors excluded)
49% of members hold active CIC

Members sit on national committees and several have been recognized at a national 
level for achievements

Awards and Recognition
◦ 2017 Chapter Excellence Award for Clinical and Professional Practice
◦ 2013 International Infection Prevention Week (IIPW) Community Education Grant
◦ 2011 Chapter Excellence Award for Strategic Alliance
◦ 2006 CBIC Chapter of the Year
◦ 2005 Chapter Excellence Award for Education, Communication and Information Resources
◦ 2004 Chapter Excellence Award for Strategic Alliance
◦ 1997 Runner Up for APIC Chapter of the Year
◦ 1989 APIC Chapter of the Year



NNJ APIC: The Water Project
In collaborating with The Water Project (www.thewaterproject.org), a U.S.-based 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization; we raised funds in order to provide sanitation, hygiene education, as well as 
clean safe drinking water to people without it in the developing world.   

The Water Project goes beyond sanitation and hygiene education by providing the technology 
and financial assistance needed to improve health outcomes and reduce the incidence of water 
related infections. Funding is directed to building and repair of wells, sand dams and other water 
technologies in sub-Saharan countries of Africa where clean and safe water is scarce.

Through our IIPW Grant and membership efforts, APICNNJ raised over $8,700 which funded two 
projects in Kenya. 

Total number of people impacted: 1,000

http://thewaterproject.org/community/profile/apic-nnj

http://thewaterproject.org/community/profile/apic-nnj


NNJ APIC: NHSN Worksheets
A small group of APIC Northern NJ chapter members gathered and aligned their resources in 
order to support APIC’s mission and strategic plan at the local level; forming the NHSN work 
group.  

The tools they developed improve workflow and consistent application of NHSN surveillance 
definitions.  

The NHSN worksheets are posted for everyone to use, and are available under “Tools” in the 
“Resources” section of the chapter website. https://nnjapic.com/Tools

APIC Northern NJ received the Chapter Excellence Award for Clinical and Professional Practice in 
June 2017.

https://nnjapic.com/Tools


NNJ APIC Elected Members 2018
President & GAL- Shannon Davila, MSN, RN, 
CIC, CPHQ

President-Elect- Susan Hanrahan, MS,MT 
(ASCP), CIC

Immediate Past President- Sharon Parrillo, 
BSN, RN, CIC

Treasurer- Griselda Johnson, BSN, RN, MS, CIC

Recording Secretary- Lisa Pessolano 
BSN,RN,CIC

Corresponding Secretary- Bhavna Desai, BS, 
MT(ASCP), CIC

Membership- Kristen Manthey, BSN, RN, CIC

Directors/Education Co-Chairs-
◦ Lisa Rasimowicz, MSN, RN, CIC 
◦ Tina Hucalla, BSN, RN

Nomination Committee-
◦ Allison Brown, MT, MPH, CIC
◦ Barbara St. John, BSN, RN, CIC, CCRN
◦ Cara Hartman, BSN, RN
◦ Laura Anderson, MSN, RN, CIC
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SNJ APIC History
Vision: Healthcare without infection

Mission: Create a safer world through 
prevention of infection

1972- APIC incorporated; December 7, 1972, 
Catherine Lahay, RN Epidemiologist, NJDOH-
organized 14 women from hospitals in SNJ at 
Mercer Medical Center

SNJ APIC attained national chapter status on 
11/26/1976 (unofficially 2 years old)
◦ 11th local chapter to join national APIC



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first APIC newsletter was printed in march 1973. I would like to quote Pat Lynch’s comment “__’ Her, Carole DeMille, and the “Dirty Dozen” firs met in 1969 at CDC and formed a steering committee in Raleigh, NC to plan an organization for people involved in IC—3 days later APIC was born



Meet Our 
Board!
• 174 Members

• Actively recruiting

• Members sit on national 
committees and several have been 
recognized at a national level for 
achievements

• Meetings held on the 3rd Thursday 
of most months



Awards & Recognitions
2018- Chapter Leader Award- Susan Engel

2015- Chapter Leader Award- Mary Caruso

2014- Two members selected to sit on APIC National 
Committees- Education/Membership

2014-Chapter Leader Award- Caren Anuszewski

2013- Chapter Excellence Award for Synergistic 
Alliances/Chapter Leadership Award- Elyse Beth Krug

2012- Chapter Leader Award- Nancy Szilagyi

2011- Chapter Leader Award- Renee Fusco

2011- Member selected to sit on APIC National Education 
Committee- Nancy Szilagyi

2010- Heroes of Infection Prevention- Northeastern 
Infection Control Educators

2010- Chapter Leader Award- Carol Ward

2009- APIC Award for Education- Arlene Potts

2009- Chapter Leader Award- Peg Janasie

2008- Chapter Leader Award- Bridget Farrell

2004- Chapter Excellence Award for Member Support and 
Organizational Excellence

2003- Chapter Leader Award- Cathi Wilson

2003- APIC Distinguished Service Award- Arlene Potts

1979- granted Allied Health Membership in NJHA “experts 
in infection control”



Become a Member!



Chapter Resources



Education
Membership meetings
◦ Networking
◦ Chapter Mentoring Program

Northeastern Infection Control Educators (NICE)

Joint APIC NJ/IDSNJ Annual Conference

Annual National APIC Conference
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https://apic.org/About-APIC/Awards/Heroes-of-Infection-Prevention-2010/NICE

https://apic.org/About-APIC/Awards/Heroes-of-Infection-Prevention-2010/NICE


Education
Membership meetings
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Education
Membership meetings
◦ Networking
◦ Chapter Mentoring Program

Northeastern Infection Control Educators (NICE)

Joint APIC NJ/IDSNJ Annual Conference

Annual National APIC Conference

http://ac2019.site.apic.org/

http://ac2019.site.apic.org/


The Role of the Chapter Legislative Representative (CLR)



The Role of the Chapter Legislative 
Representative

Different names- government affairs liaison, legislative director

Provide important legislative and regulatory updates to their chapters

APIC's ears on the ground: we provide important information about chapter 
concerns regarding specific policies

Monitor state and federal issues 

Organize advocacy efforts on behalf on their chapter



APIC National Supports Local Chapters
The Public Policy Committee
◦ Federal legislation: The Public Policy Committee assists in the development of legislative materials, 

federal testimony, and reviews coalition letters to ensure positions stated are consistent with APIC 
statements.

◦ Federal regulatory: The Public Policy Committee responds to federal agencies’ request for public 
comment on regulations affecting infection prevention. The committee ensures that comments are 
consistent with APIC position statements, previous comments and strategic goals.

◦ State Oversight: The Public Policy Committee maintains knowledge of state legislative trends in order to 
ascertain if a national policy position statement is necessary.



APIC Strategic Plan 2020
HTTP://WWW.APIC.ORG/RESOURCE_/TINYMCEFILEMANAGER/APIC_

STRATEGIC_FRAMEWORK_022012.PDF



Advocacy Goal



IP Competencies and Certification Goal



USA CICs (not NJ)
82%

International CICs
15%

NNJ APIC CICs
1.5%

SNJ APIC CICs
1.3%

Other NJ CICs
0.3%

Other NJ CICs
3%

Percent (%) CIC Professionals by Location

Presenter
Presentation Notes
of the available data for CIC validation and SNJ membership. 



New Jersey Infection Prevention 
Activities
New Jersey Sepsis Learning Action Collaborative
◦ Reduced inpatient sepsis mortality across NJ
◦ Sepsis bundle compliance 56% compared to 49% nationally
◦ Focus on patient across the continuum of care

STRIVE Collaborative
• NJHA and NJHDOH supported a cohort of hospitals to reduce CDI, MRSA, CAUTI 

and CLABSI
• Teams focused on completing practice assessments, using the TAP approach, and 

improving competency-based training in basic areas of infection prevention

New Jersey Hospital Improvement Innovation Network (NJHIIN)
◦ New Jersey Hospital Association funded by CMS to work with hospitals to reduce 

harm across the board
◦ HAI prevention is a priority focus of NJHIIN
◦ Seen significant reductions in CAUTI, CLABSI, CDI, and MRSA



New Jersey Infection Prevention 
Activities (cont’d)
Network/support for outbreak/recall activities
◦ 2016  Invasive Nontuberculousius Mycobacterium infections following cardiac surgery with exposure to 

heater-cooler devices

Infection Control Assessment and Response
◦ Coordinated by the DOH
◦ Assessments conducted at different care locations and settings
◦ Consultative not regulatory 

Joint Chapter review of NJ Hospital Licensing Standards
◦ Reviewing IP staffing ratio
◦ Reviewing patient immunization requirements
◦ Edits and changes will be reviewed by DOH 



Summary
•Work with your Chapter Legislative Representative to address any local, state or federal needs or 
issues

•Stay informed on the happenings at the state and federal level

•Don’t be afraid to ask clarifying questions or seek more information

•Become a member!

Thank you!!
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