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Glossary of Healthcare  
Terms & Abbreviations

Those who serve in healthcare governance have accepted 
an important responsibility to their organizations, their 
employees, their patients and their communities. Today’s 

hospitals and healthcare facilities are very complex organizations, 
and Board members must be prepared to provide guidance and 
decision-making in a number of diverse areas. The definitions and 
acronyms alone can be overwhelming – especially in the healthcare 
reform-era that has sparked an entirely new healthcare lexicon. The 
glossary contains a thorough listing of terms, phrases and acronyms 
in the clinical, fiduciary and policy realms.
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