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The Cochrane Collaboration is an international non–profit and independent organization, 
dedicated to making up–to–date, accurate information about the effects of healthcare 
readily available worldwide. It produces and disseminates systematic reviews of 
healthcare interventions and promotes the search for evidence in the form of clinical 
trials and other studies of interventions. The Cochrane Collaboration was founded in 
1993 and named for the British epidemiologist, Archie Cochrane.
 
The Cochrane Library is a collection of databases that contain high–quality, independent 
evidence to inform healthcare decision–making. Cochrane reviews represent the highest 
level of evidence on which to base clinical treatment decisions. In addition to Cochrane 
reviews, The Cochrane Library provides other sources of reliable information, from other 
systematic review abstracts, technology assessments, economic evaluations and 
individual clinical trials – all the current evidence in one single environment. 
 
The Cochrane Library includes the following databases: 
 Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (Cochrane Reviews) 
 Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effectiveness (DARE) 
 Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials  
 Cochrane Database of Methodology Reviews 
 Cochrane Methodology Register (Methods Studies) 
 Health Technology Assessment Database (Technology Assessments) 
 NHS Economic Evaluation Database (Economic Evaluations) 
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